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PORT GREGORY JETTY 
Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.42 am]: I rise today to grieve to the Minister for 
Transport on behalf of the Port Gregory community, particularly the local cray fishermen who desperately want to 
utilise their local Port Gregory jetty to safely access their cray boats. 

The jetty stands high and dry. Significant silting has rendered the jetty unusable, even to small craft such as dinghies. 
At low tide, it is now possible to walk or drive around the jetty. There is not a skerrick of water lapping the jetty’s 
pylons. Ordinarily, a jetty is a structure that projects from land out into the water but, at present, the Port Gregory 
jetty serves only as a boardwalk and viewing platform. I refer to the Department of Transport’s fact sheet that 
states “The Port Gregory Maritime Facility consists of one wooden service jetty”. I think the term “service” has 
been used rather loosely with reference to this stranded state asset. The same fact sheet refers to a temporary notice 
to mariners regarding the reduced navigable water depth and notes that restricted access has been in place since 
16 July 2012. 

Port Gregory was established in 1849. The port served as an important supply and export point. It was used in the 
early years by whalers and pastoralists, and to ship lead from local inland mines. The town is located 47 kilometres 
north west of Northampton by road and midway between Kalbarri and Geraldton. As an aside, on 27 January 1943, 
the Japanese submarine I–165, while planning to bombard the port of Geraldton, observed three aircraft and what 
was believed to be a destroyer and aborted the intended attack. On the following night, the submarine bombarded 
Port Gregory with about 10 100-millimetre shells from her deck gun in the belief that the local crayfish cannery was 
an ammunition factory. In spite of the attack, the town lived on, and in 1980 Port Gregory’s current jetty was built. 

Port Gregory local Greg Horsman has spent almost 50 years working in the crayfishing industry. He remembers 
the days when a truck could be driven onto the jetty to unload the day’s catch—a simple and efficient operation. 
Nowadays, it is a complicated feat that involves unloading the crates of crays from the boat to a dinghy at a mooring, 
bringing the dinghy ashore and finally transferring the catch to a truck in the carpark. All that handling impacts 
the quality of the fresh product which, in turn, sells for an inferior price. The labour-intensive, multistage operation 
of unloading the catch is costly and has forced Greg to invest in additional equipment, such as a pot trailer and 
a rope trailer. He says the useful life of his ute and trailers is severely compromised due to corrosion from the need 
to reverse trailers into the ocean to launch the dinghy. Because the local fuel depot closed, Greg now has to travel 
an additional 30 nautical miles to Kalbarri or Geraldton to refuel the boat. 

As a long-term user of the jetty, Greg has remained in frequent contact with the Department of Transport. He says 
that five years ago the department spent $160 000 repairing jetty timbers, but the water supply to the jetty has 
subsequently been disconnected. He believes some $500 000 was spent over 10 years monitoring the jetty. In his 
view, which is informed by a great deal of local knowledge and experience, around $400 000 would be needed to 
employ an excavator that would be able to clear the sand around the jetty. He says that southerly winds have shifted 
sand from the dunes, which have built up around the jetty, and with the water being deeper near the jetty than it 
had been, he suggests that sand could be dug out from around the jetty’s south face next month to return the area 
to navigable depths. He believes if this process were started, the water would continue to flush and clear the area 
of sand. 

Greg questions why funds are available to dredge in Kalbarri but Port Gregory is overlooked. He says there are 
currently up to eight cray boats operating out of Port Gregory, a similar number to that in Kalbarri. Kalbarri, he says, 
had a dredge at work recently which cost $600 000. Some residents have suggested that an alternative solution to 
dredging in Port Gregory could involve an additional 10 to 15–metre finger jetty extension to the existing jetty. 

Colin Suckling is another Port Gregory local who has long been associated with the crayfishing industry. He describes 
the precarious task of carefully bringing the catch ashore—first offloading the crayfish to the dinghy while taking 
care not to sustain any physical injury while lifting the crates. Hot days when the easterly wind is blowing are the 
worst, and wet hemp is draped over the crates of crayfish to minimise the percentage that will be downgraded. He 
says that he starts out with a premium product, but in the time it takes to bring the catch ashore, the quality deteriorates. 
He also says that he has had instances in which the dinghy had hardly any freeboard and he had to order a larger 
dinghy to meet his future needs. 
A five-kilometre-long coral reef running parallel to the shore offers Port Gregory a stretch of protected water that 
makes the town a popular holiday destination. With its sheltered waters, recreational fishing is popular among 
locals and tourists. Many Western Australians have in the past 18 months hit the road, and a good number visited 
Port Gregory’s local attractions, such as the Lynton heritage site, which was a convict hiring depot. It functioned in 
the 1850s and is a unique glimpse of convict life in Western Australia. Typically, the town’s population swells during 
the summer months. Prior to COVID-19, many international tourists visited to view the pink lake—Hutt Lagoon—
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which shot to worldwide fame via social media posts and will, no doubt, once again be a huge attraction for 
international visitors when travel resumes. 
Despite the fact that they have no workable jetty, the residents of Port Gregory continue to go to work to manually 
bring their crayfish catch ashore as their forefathers did. The inconvenience of not having a jetty costs time and 
money, with the further financial penalty being the deterioration of the quality of their live catch due to the stress of 
the multiple handling required to bring the lobster ashore and to market. Recreational boating and fishing is booming 
in WA. Boat sales last year were at a record high. Colin Suckling notes that the many jetties on South Australia’s 
Eyre Peninsula are all well maintained by the South Australian government for recreational fishers. 
During budget estimates last month, the minister indicated that she needed to visit Port Gregory to see the situation 
firsthand. Minister, I encourage you to do so and to engage with the local community, who have extensive local 
knowledge and experience of the conditions in Port Gregory and the movement of sand and sea. I implore the minister 
to act to rescue the Port Gregory jetty so that this valuable and important piece of infrastructure does not remain 
a stranded asset. I thank the minister for receiving my grievance today.  
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.49 am]: I thank the member for Moore for his 
grievance. He asked questions about this during estimates. I have some speaking points that I will go through and 
then I will make some other comments at the end. 
Sediment build-up has been increasing at the Port Gregory jetty since at least 2001, and unfortunately the jetty is 
currently landlocked. Since 2012, the government has been regularly monitoring and investigating the build-up 
of sediment at Port Gregory. Recently, in mid-2020, an investigation was undertaken using drone footage, and 
a follow-up hydrographic survey of Port Gregory was completed earlier this year. The monitoring continues to 
indicate that the rate of sediment build-up and shoreline movement in the Port Gregory area is showing no signs 
of slowing. 
The Department of Transport met with the Shire of Northampton in 2018, 2019 and more recently in mid-2020 to 
discuss options for making the jetty serviceable. The meeting in 2020 between the department and representatives 
from the shire, Port Gregory fishermen and the Mid West Development Commission discussed potential options 
such as dredging or an extension to the jetty. Neither of those have proved to be viable long-term solutions because 
of the rapid rate of silt build-up at Port Gregory. Over the last 10 years, several reviews and risk assessments for 
a remedial dredging campaign at Port Gregory have been undertaken. The reviews in 2012, 2018 and 2020 identified 
that the most significant issue is that remedial dredging would only provide a short-term benefit of less than two years 
before further sediment build-up would be likely to restrict jetty access again. The remedial dredging would also 
be likely to result in the removal of the natural beach boat-launching ramp. Any permanent extension or expansion 
of the Port Gregory jetty would cost millions of dollars. 
I understand that there has been a lot of analysis of and discussion about the sediment build-up. Of course, work 
has been done in Kalbarri, and that has been an alternative solution for some; however, I understand that the state 
of the jetty is quite frustrating for those locals. The advice I have so far is that the only long-term solution would 
probably be an extension of the jetty. That would cost millions of dollars and there is currently no funding for 
that. Any dredging would benefit the jetty for only a couple of years and would not be a long-term solution. As 
we have seen in the past up and down the state, sometimes solutions are put forward that benefit only in the short 
term, and then the same problems arise again. That is an issue up and down the state, whether it is coastal erosion 
or the build-up of sediment and its impact on some of our operating jetties. 
It does look like a tough issue. I will not say that I have a solution, but I have committed and I do commit to visit 
the area, meet with the council, discuss the issues and see for myself just how stranded the jetty is. I note that these 
issues are complex, and there are many of them up and down the state. We are trying to work through them all, 
because there seems to have been a build-up of these issues. I do not want to be too political about it, but this has 
not happened only in the past four years, member. There has been a build-up of issues up and down the state. We 
are trying to address those issues, whether they relate to the operation of jetties, coastal erosion, or access to places 
like the fascine. We are trying to address a lot of long-term issues up and down the state, but I never discount the 
frustration that locals have about the state of their jetty. 
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